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PARL Statement on proposed Amendments to the LDO Act

The People’s Alliance for Right to Land (PARL) is a collective of land rights advocates including
farmers organisations and trade unions. PARL has advocated for over two decades for the
removal of gender discriminatory clauses in the Land Development Ordinance No 19 of 1935
(LDO).

Gender equality to LDO is welcome

PARL welcomes the amendment proposed in the granting equal status to male and female
heirs in the Land Development Ordinance Amendment Bill of 2021 which was gazetted on the
24t of December, 2021.

Concern about dispossession of spouse of permit holder

We are concerned that the proposed amendments fail to recognize the contributions and
social security aspects of the ‘spouse’ of the permit holder, as the spouse of the permit holder
is not included in the inheritance list. The dispossession and consequences experienced by
female spouses on the death of their husbands is a lived reality that must be addressed. We
recognize that by creating an interest in the land for the spouse, the contribution and security
of such spouse will be recognized by the children of the permit holder and the State. We
strongly recommend that the spouse be included as the first category in the ‘third schedule’
to the proposed Amendment, and that any amendment should also make it possible to confer
joint ownership.

Alarm about financial vulnerability and dispossession of farmers

We are alarmed by Clause 4 of the Bill which enables grant holders to mortgage the land to a
bank or other financial institution without approval from the State, which approval is
currently required. The Clause is couched in the empowering language of ‘freedom’ and yet
is complete denial of the intensifying financial crisis Sri Lankan farmers are currently facing.
Mounting indebtedness due to exploitation by finance companies, which was aggravated by
the abrupt implementation of the organic farming policy, is contributing to a financial crisis
from which farmers will not be able to recover. Economic and agricultural policies to alleviate
these conditions have not been proposed nor debated, and the State is failing in its
responsibility to ensure that farmers are not dispossessed of their most valuable asset — their
land. Clause 4 in this context, is not empowering and instead facilitates dispossession of
farming lands by preying on farmer financial vulnerability.

Therefore, we strongly appeal to the Government and the members of the Parliament to
remove clause 4, before the parliamentary approval.



The People’s Alliance for Right to Land requests the Government to;

a) Immediately remove Clause 4 of the LDO Amendment Bill of 2021, in the interest
and in recognition of the role of smallholder farmers

b) Include the spouse of the permit holder as the first category in the ‘Third Schedule’
in the LDO Amendment Bill of 2021.
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